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SARASWATI 

As Brahma sinks into peaceful bliss, his radiance gives birth to a sublime 
form. Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom, emerges from Brahma's mind 
and enlightens the mighty creator. 

When the all-consuming fire, Vadavagni, is raging through the world 
the gods go to Saraswati for help. Saraswati agrees to carry the fire and 
save everyone from perishing. Shiva aids her in this quest, and she 
begins her epic course as a river. 

Later, Saraswati finds herself the victim of a terrible curse when she gets 
drawn into the rivalry between the sages Vishwamitra and Vasishtha. 
Amar Chitra Katha follows the story of Saraswati, from her birth to her 
journey into the ocean. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





s IAM 
SARASWATI. 
WHAT DO YOU 
COMMAND 
OF ME, LORD 
^BRAHMA? / 


J WHY DOES ^ 
LORD BRAHMA 
LOOK AT ME 
•\ LIKE THAT? f 


BRAHMA WAS TOOSPELLB OUND TOSPEAK. 




f WHAT \ 
r SUBLIME V 
BEAUTY HAVE 
I CREATED! 

I AM DRAWN- 
V TO HER. 


NOT WANTING TO DISTRACTBRAHMA 
SARASWATI MOVED TO HIS LEFT 


V 


SARASWATI 



I ! 


* : 


J WHEREVER 
I GO. BRAHMA’S 
EYES FOLLOW ME 
WHAT SHOULD 
V I DO? / 


— 


SEEING BRAHMA STILL LOOKING AT HER, 
SARASWATI MOVED TO HIS RIGHT. BUT- 


v- 


^ 




— 


BRAHMA WAS SO CAPTIVATED BYSARASWATI'S 
RADIANCE THAT HE LOOKED AT HER UNBLINKINGLY. 


BUTAS SHE MOVED, A SECOND HEAD SPRANG OUT ON BRAHMAS LEFf] 

I •. I 7 1 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I WILL RAISE 
MYSELF ABOVE 
^ HIS HEADS, r- 


4 


SARASWATI 



ANNOYED AND UPSET, SARASWATI TURNED TO SHIVA FOR HELP 


0 LORD SHIVA, 
SAVE ME FROM 
BRAHMA’S FIXED 
^ STARE. ^ 


^ DO NOT WORRY. ^ 
SARASWATI. BRAHMA 
HAS FORGOTTEN HIS 
^ PLACE. 



BRAHMA, YOU > 
NEED TO BE REMINDED 
THAT YOU ARE THE . 
^ CREATOR! 




SHIVA AIMED HIS TRIDENT AT SRAHMA 5 FIFTH HEAD [ 


<1 















































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BRAHMA'S FIFTH HEAP WAS DESTROYED 


BRAHMA REALISED HIS MISTAKE 


I HAVE SINNED 
6Y MY ACTIONS 
AND I REPENT 
WHAT I’VE DONE. 
0 SARASWATI, 
\ GUIDE ME. v 



y Ay 

■AT J] 

L 1 

1 ~~ A w 


il 1 

V Vi 




SARASWATI 



WITH HIS FOUR MOUTHS, BRAHMA CHANTED THE VEDAS 


TOGETHER THEY REPRESENT WISDOM 


BRAHMA, 

I GRANT YOU 
KNOWLEDGE 


rw 


,v 


SARASWATI THEN NARRATED THE VEDAS TO BRAHMA 
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THE FIRE N 
WILL DESTROY 
EVERYTHING.. 


^ SARASWATI 
CAN HELP US. YOU 
SHOULD GO TO HER 
^IMMEDIATELY X 


r I SHALL GIVE > 
HERTHEVADAVAGNI 
WHICH SHE WILL 
v DEPOSIT IN THE 
OCEAN. 


AS YOU 
SAY, LORD 


ONCE. DURING A TERRI OLE 3ATTLE 3ETWEEN THE 3HARGAVAS AND THE HEHAYA5 A , VADAVAGNl * WAS 30RN 


- 


\ 




THE GODS WERE WORRIED - 


WE MUST DO 
SOMETHING. 




THr BRAHMINS AND THE KSHATRIYAS 


’ALL-CONSUMING FIRE. THAT DESTROYS 



EVERYTHING IN ITS WAY 


SARASWATI 



^ 0 DEVI, \ 
/ WE NEED YOU \ 
TODEPOSrTTHE 
VADAVAGNl INTO THE 
OCEAN. IF YOU DON'T, 
IT WILL DESTROY 
THE ENTIRE / 
WORLD, ^5 


THE GODS WENT TO SARASWATI 


f | AM SOUND TO \ 
SRAHMA 1 SHALL DO 
NOTHING WITHOUT HIS 
CONSENT I WILL GO 
S. ONLY IF HE ASKS > 
ME TO, V' 


YOU CAN 
CARRYTHE 
FIRE IN THE 
FORM OF A 
v RIVER. > 


| THE DEVAS UNDERSTOOD SARASWATI AND WENT TO SRAHMAg 



L v" r~i r m 



p\ 

Bel \ \ x AM 

I [1 , 1 L \ V k Ti ■ 

\ j v v 


i B ft v " | 


■J/ 7 \ \\ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




I WILL TALK 
TO HER. 



SARAS 1YA77 PKEFARED TO LEAVE BRAHMAi 


25 


^ 0 SARASWATI, 

THE WORLD NEEDS YOU. 
IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO TAKE 
THE FORM OFARJVER 
AND SAVE THE WORLD 
FROM PERISHING.^/ 


ABOde OF BRAHMA 


' I SHALL A 
DO AS YOU 
v SAY. > 


SARASWATI 



^ I CAN GUIDE "n 
YOU AT THE BEGINNING 
- OF YOUR JOURNEY, v 


AS SARASWATI WAS LEA VINO, THE GODDESSES GANGA, YAMUNA AND GAYATRI* CAME TO SEE HER . I 


r I AM GRATEFUL, > 
GANGA, BUT THIS 
IS MY TASK, I MUST 
ACCOMPLISH IT , 
^ ALONE. ^ 












WITH THAT, SARASWATI LEFT FOR EARTH. 



WHERE SHE MET SHIVA 


I GIVE YOU THE "Sl T 
r VADAVAGNI. JUST AS N 
RIVER GANGA ORIGINATED 
FROM ME, YOU SHALL 
, ORIGINATE FROM THE . 
\ PLAKSHA TREE A <* 



S. _ < 

1 w\i 




r f 





7 % 

) ! 




•THE GODDESS REPRESENTING 
THE SACRED GAYATRI CHANT 
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"THE SACRED FIG TREE 




















































































READY TO BEAR SARASWATI 


THEFIAKSHA 


TREE AND TRANSFORMED INTO A RIVER 


FROM THERE SHE FLOWED NORTH TOWARDS FUSHKAR 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SARAS WAT I 


SARASWATI REDEEMED THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE THERE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FROM FUSHKAK SARASWATI FLOWED WEST AND REACHED A PLACE WHERE SHE CAME TO BE KNQWNAS NANDA. 



J AH! 1SEE MG 
A DEER.IT WILL 
MAKE A PERFECT 
^ KILL /i 


7.Tr 






'() 


V* 


* 




\ 


THE STORY ABOUT WHY SHE WAS CALLED NANDA GOES LIKE THIS: 
ONCEUFONA TIME THERE WAS A KING CALLED FRABHANJANA. 


WHILE HE WAS OUT ON ONE OF HIS HUNTING 


TFJFS 


ill 








i\ 71 

CJiVa 


f 
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SARAS WAT I 




r 0 KING. YOU > 
SHOT ME WHILE I WAS 
FEEDING MY CHILD. 
.FOR THIS. I CURSE > 
YOU! 


T YOU > 
SHALL ROAM 
THIS FOREST 
AS A TIGER, 

■ FOR EVER! > 




vi.; •iv \ mpt 


kVj 




WHEN KING FRABHANJANA WENT TO CLAIM HIS KILL - 




Ip 4 


«* 


* 


■-< 


I DID NOT 

SEE YOUR CHILD. MY 
CRIME WAS COMMITTED 
IN IGNORANCE. PLEASE 
SPARE ME FROM 
THIS TERRIBLE 
URSE 


* *4 



































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE DEER TOOK PITY ON THE KING 


YOU SHALL SE 

f REDEEMED FROM THIS > 
CURSE WHEN YOU MEET AND 
TALK TO A COW CALLED NANDA 
K SHE WILL PASS BY 1 00 j 
X YEARS FROM NOW. S/ 


THE KING THEN TURNED INTO A 
TIGER... | 


AND ROAMED THE FOREST. 




/ J M 


' i 






SARASWATI 



THE FOREST. 


S THE GRASS ^ 
IS NICE AND GREEN 
WE WILL HALT HERE 
FOR SOME a 
tfW DAYS. ^ 


NANDA WAS THE LEADER OF THE HERD 


WITHOUT REALISING. NANDA STRAYED AWAY. 


S I SEEM TO > 
HAVE LOST MY 
WAY I SHOULD 
v TURN DACK.y 



U/ 

I-V \ 1 . 


zM 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AS NANDA TURNED TO LEA VE 


0 TIGER, 

f I HAVE A CHILD > 
WAITING FOR ME. LET ME 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
V HER. THEN YOU CAN A 
> _ EAT ME. 


r GO, 

AND RETURN 
TOMORROW. 


THANK YOU. 

I SHALL KEEP 
v MY WORD. 


v a\ ' 

T 1 / 

\ | 

*9 


L v 5 § 











L 




THE NEXTDAY 


YOU ARE 
v SACK! „ 


THE TIGER WAS SURPRISED SY NANDA’S HONESTY 
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SARASWATI 



0 NOSLE 
COW. WHO 
ARE YOU? 


MY NAME 
IS NANDA. 


r 1 
0 




THE DEERS CURSE WAS 3R 0KEN ... • • • AND THE TIGER TU RNED PACK 
mirTwi -—-—HI INTO PRA3HANJANA | ITBf- 


the Fomentnanda ^poke | 


THOSE WORDS .. | 


m 


. A 


<v 






* « 




DHARMA DEVA* APPEARED 3EF0RE NANDA - 




f YOUR > 
HONESTY HAS 
PLEASED ME. 

ASK FORA 
V SOON 


- 






JL&. 






C 






•ALSO KNOWN AS YAMA, THE GOD OF DEATH 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



MY CHILD 

S AND I SHOULD ATTAIN X 
AN IMPORTANT PLACE IN THE 
UNIVERSE. I WANT THIS SPOT 
TO BE CONSIDERED HOLY FOR 
ALL R1SHIS. I WANT RIVER 
v SARASWATI TO BE > 

/W ALSO KNOWN BY S 

MYNAMF ^ 


V 




1 • 1 
Mm 

i i 
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SARASWATI 



SARAS WA 77 TURNED NORTH AGAIN AND FLOWED TOWARDS THE OCEAN, f 


































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SARASWATI DEPOSITED THE FIRE IN THE OCEAN’S WATERS 


SA VINO THE UNIVERSE FROM BEING BURNT TO ASHES 


) 


Os 







THE RIVER OF BLOOD 



ONCE, THE GREAT SAGE VASISHTHA SAT ON THE 
BANKS OF THE SARASWAT1, PERFORMING PENANCE 


WHILE HE WAS DEEP IN MEDITATION, VISHWAMITRA, HIS SWORN ENEMY, SPOTTED HIM 



1 VASISHTHA W 
'IS UNAWARE OF' 
HIS SURROUNDINGS. 

THIS IS MY V 
-£\ CHANCE. / 


*■ 

N JT 





\ 


PC 


^ ♦ . - 


























































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HOLY ONE? 
WHY HAVE YOU 
v CALLED ME?> 



VASISHTHA ^ 
SITS IN MEDITATION. 
FLOW TOWARDS HIM 
AND BRING HIM TO 
v ME ON YOUR j 
WAVES 



/ HOW CAN I DO \ 

THAT? VASISHTHA IS v "< s 
IN NO POSITION TO FIGHT AND ^ 
VISHWAMITRA IS ALWAYS LOOKING 
v TO HARM HIM. BUT IF I DONT. > 
VISHWAMITRA WILL 
fck V GET ANGRY. / 




SARAS WATI 




^ I SHALL 
CARRY VASISHTHA 
v ON MY WAVES. > 




| VISHWAMITRA WAS PLEASED HE WAITED FOR SARASWATI TO RETURN 



OUT FLOWED AWAY FROM VISHWAMITRA 


SARASWATI PICKED VASISHTHA UPAS SHE 
HAD SAID... I- T~ 


^7SARASWATI ISV 
TAKING VASISHTHA 
AWAY! SHE IS 
PROTECTING ^ 
rV HIM! I 

















































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





/*" WE CANT 'N 
USE HER WATERS 
S ANYMORE. ^ 


THE NEXT MORNING - 


WHAT HAS ' 
HAPPENED TO 
SARASWATI? 



ONE DAY, A GROUP OF SAGES FASSEd SY. f 



26 


SARASWATI 



/ SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE HAS 
L HAPPENED. > 


HER WATERS 
ARE IMPURE. 




^ THE PIOUS ^ 
SARASWATI LIES 
ABANDONED. 



THE SAGES LISTENED TO HER 
AS SHE NARRATED HER STORY. 


RISE, 

SARASWATI, N 
AND TELL US HOW 
DID THIS FATE 
V BEFALL YOU. < 


i 


i 

j 

* 
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| AS HER STORY ENDED - | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



y I HAVE 
BEEN PUNISHED 
UNJUSTLY. I DID 
v NO WRONG, y 


^ YOU ARE \ 
BRAVE TO HAVE 
STOOD UP FOR 
WHAT IS RIGHT. 
WE WILL HELP 
X. YOU. ^ 


y I HAVE X 
BEEN PUNISHED 
UNJUSTLY. I DID 
v NO WRONG, y 


THE SAGES FACED SARASWATI 


r IP SARASWATI N 
IS PURE IN HER ACTIONS, 
MAY SHE BE REDEEMED 
^FROM THIS CURSE > 
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SARASWATI 



WITH THEIR COLLECTIVE POWER, THEY CLEANSED SARASWATIS WATERS 9 AND YISHWAMITRA’S CU 
WAS LIFTED. rarT “ T_c ™--- 



4 SARASWATI IS SOMEVMES CALLED SHONAPUNYA 
MEANING ONE WHO IS PURIFIED OF &LOOD 29 



























































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MORE ABOUT SARASWATI 


ANCIENT INDIAN SCRIPTURES DESCRIBE SARASWATI IN THREE FORMS -ASA GODDESS, 

AS A RIVER AND AS SPEECH. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL VERSIONS OF THE STORY OF SARASW.ATI'S SIRTH IN INDIAN MYTHOLOGY. 
ONE VERSION SAYS THAT SHE WAS CREATED FROM SRAHMAS MIND. WHEN SRAHMA ASKED 
HER WHO SHE WAS, SHE TOLD HIM THAT SINCE SHE WAS 30RN FROM HIM, IT WAS FOR HIM TO 
GIVE HER A PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE. SRAHMA CALLED HER SARASWATI AND TOLD HER THAT 
SHE WOULD EXIST IN THREE FORMS SHE WAS TO STAY ON THE TIP OF EVERYSODYS TONGUE 
IN THE FORM OF SPEECH. ANOTHER PORTION OF HER WOULD STAY WITH HIM, AS PART OF HIS 
BEING. THE THIRD PART OF HER WOULD EXIST AS A RIVER ON EARTH. 





THE RIVER SARASWATI IS MENTIONED SEVERAL 
TIMES IN THE VEDAS. THE WATERS OF THE RIVER 
ARE SAID TO BE PURE AND PRISTINE. 
SARASWATISANGAMA, THE PLACE WHERE 
SARASWATI JOINS THE OCEAN, IS CONSIDERED 
HOLY. THERE ARE VARIOUS STORIES IN INDIAN 
MYTHOLOGY THAT TALK OF THIS PACE. ONE SUCH 
STORY IS ABOUT CHANDRA, THE MOON GOD. 
CHANDRA MARRIED DAKSHA’S TWENTY-SEVEN 
DAUGHTERS, BUT HE LOVED ONE MORE THAN THE 
OTHERS. HER NAME WAS ROHINI. HIS OTHER 
WIVES FELT NEGLECTED AND COMPAINED TO 
THEIR FATHER. 

DAKSHA CURSED CHANDRA TO SUFFER AND LOSE 
HIS RADIANCE. WITHOUT THE MOONS LIGHT, THE 
WORLD FELL INTO DARKNESS AND PEOPLE WERE 
PANIC-STRICKEN. THE GODS WENT TO DAKSHA 
FOR HELP CHANDRA APOLOGISED FOR HIS 
BEHAVIOUR. DAKSHA FORGAVE HIM AND SAID 
THAT IF HE TOOK A DIP IN THE 
SARASWATISANGAMA, HIS GLOW WOULD 
RETURN FOR HALF OF EVERY MONTH. 

CHANDRA DID AS HE WAS TOLD. THE WATERS OF 
THE SARASWATI PURIFIED HIM AND THE WORLD 
WAS SA VED FROM DARKNESS AND CHAOS. 

SARASW ATI'S WHITE CLOTHES REPRESENT 
PURITY OF THOUGHT. HER SIMPLE APPEARANCE 
SIGNIFIES THE FACT THAT WISDOM AND 
KNOWLEDGE ARE BEYOND MATERIAL WEALTH. 
SARASW ATI'S ATTIRE ALSO HAS HINTS OF BLUE. 
THE BLUE REFLECTS HER FORM AS A RIVER AND 
SIGNIFIES FLUIDITY. 


is 
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DOUBLE DIGEST 
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*95 


*95 


More gripping stories. 



More stories to read. 
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Collection 
of 130 titles 


WH6PE LEARNING 
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WHERE LEARNINl 
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WHERE LEARmin, 
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IaM 


»*ERE LEARNING MEETS f jn 

DOUBLE DIGEST N0.131 
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